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For Your Calendar 
March 23, 2015                 9:30am 
Grants Committee 
Village Church 
 
April 6, 2015                      1:00pm 
Advisory Meeting 
Village Church 
 
April 23, 2015                    9:30am 
Grants Proposal Presentations 
RSF Golf Club 
 
May 13th, 2015                 5:00pm 
Grants Awards 
RSF Tennis Club 

Your Leadership 
Advisory Committee Chair 
Donna Vance                   756-2956 
vance1789@cox.net 
 
Grants Committee Co-Chairs 
Kate Williams                  756-5877 
kmwilliams@aol.com 
Gillian Gillies                   759-1226 
gilliangillies@att.net 
 
Membership Committee 
Co-Chairs 
Susan Hoehn                   759 1102 
susanhoehn1@gmail.com 
Shelby Strong                 756 0977 
strongshelby@gmail.com 
 
Historian 
Sharon Considine         756-7786 
sweet1shar@aol.com 
 
10th Anniversary Co-Chairs 
Connie Pittard                756-6815 
cpittard@aol.com 
Maureen McMahon      756-3664 
maureencmcmahon@gmail.com 
 

This is always a fun and exciting time of the year for 
all the members of the Rancho Santa Fe Women’s 
Fund! The two Grants Committee focus area groups 
have been working hard since September to review 
all the proposals that have been submitted. March 
moves us closer to our goal of awarding grants for 
our 2015 recipients with 14 site visits. The visits are 
now underway and I hope many of our members 
will participate with this “hands on “ part of our 
yearly process. Please check the rsfwomensfund.org 

website to sign up and go on a site visit. I can assure you that you will 
find the site visits interesting and rewarding! 
 
Also please mark your calendars now for two really important meetings 
coming up that you will NOT want to miss: 
Thursday, April 23rd, 9:30am, RSF Golf Club—Grants Proposal 
Presentations from the 10 prospective grantees that RSFWF will be 
voting on. We will hear from the organizations that we are considering 
for a RSFWF grant and many members have found this meeting to be 
both interesting and very helpful with their personal voting choices.  
 
Wednesday, May 13th, 5:00pm, RSF Tennis Club—Presentation and 
Celebration Award Ceremony of 2015 Pooled Funds Awards. I hope 
you will attend this emotional and rewarding evening as we celebrate 
with fellow members and our grantees the culmination of another 
successful year of awarding meaningful grants to worthy organizations 
right here in our community! 
 
On another note, I want to send special thank yous to several members 
who have enriched the social and educational benefits of our RSFWF 
membership. First I would like to thank Susan Hoehn, Shelby Strong and 
Ann Brizolis for a fun and successful new member social. Sue Goldfarb 
planned a wonderful and informative speaker event evening with a local 
Navy Seal. And Victoria Hanlon, Sue Sanderson and Donna Walker 
presented a great Member/Speaker event with a special wine tasting. 
Thank you all for enriching our RSF Women’s Fund experience! 
 
I hope to see each and every one of you on April 23rd and May13th and I 
hope you will bring a guest along to these events, to see, and hopefully 
join us in the great works that RSFWF does in our community!  
- Donna 
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Program Committee Chair 
Sue Pidgeon                      759-1634 
Sue_goldfarb@icloud.com 
 
Volunteer Committee 
Co-Chairs 
Julie Klaus                         759-4026 
jtklaus1@icloud.com 
Elizabeth MacLeod         756-5314 
lizziemac1@yahoo.com 
 
Financial Advisors 
Cathy Hopf             759-0887 
catherinehopf@gmail.com 
Candise Holmlund          7569685 
cholmlund@roadrunner.com 
 
At Large 
Nancy Lawton                 756-0125 
tomlawton@msn.com 
Maureen McMahon        756-3664 
maureencmcmahon@gmail.com 
 
Mary Ann Smith              756-7589 
mann40@cox.net 
Lorraine Surnamer        759-6828 
lsurnamer@pacbell.net 
Bibba Winn                      759-8764 
bibba@pacbell.net 
Vivan Hardage                756-0617 
vivanhardage@cox.net 
 
Immediate Past Advisory Chair 
Victoria Hanlon               759-6887 
vshanlon@gmail.com 
 
RSF Foundation Liaison                    
Donna Walker                  756-6150 
donnajwalker@msn.com 
 
Founder 
Gayle Gillies Mize            756-0095 
ggillies@ggtravel.com 
 
Program Administrator 
Nancy Hashim 
womensfund@rsffoundation.org 
PO Box 811 
Phone: 858 756-0249 
Fax: 858 756-6561 
 
Editor 
Shari Sapp            756-9045 
sappsharilynn@aol.com 
 

 

Rancho Santa Fe Women’s Fund Hosts Active Duty  
Navy SEAL 
 
In keeping with this year’s 
theme of funding non profit 
organizations that support 
the needs of Women or the 
Military, the Rancho Santa Fe 
Women’s Fund hosted an 
active duty Navy SEAL to 
speak at its February 25th meeting held at the Rancho Santa Fe Golf 
Club. The audience was captivated as the guest speaker shared the 
structure of the U.S. Special Operations Command where, of the 63,000 
total members, only 2,500 are designated Navy SEALs. He discussed 
their initial training when in 63 intense weeks only 10% of the 
applicants typically move on to the final 27 weeks prior to successful 
completion of the program. One might believe that only the incredibly 
strong and physically fit could endure and succeed in such a program; 
however, if you are an intelligent, competitive, critical thinking team 
player who is a strong-willed , non-conformist with the ability to 
reinvent yourself and adapt to a surrounding culture, you may want to 
apply. Since its inception in 1965 there have only been 12,000 Navy 
SEALs. The audience was not only enlightened but came away with a 
new respect for this branch of our country’s military. 
 
Sue Pidgeon 
Program Committee Chair 

New Volunteer Opportunity 

Join other RSFWF women on Saturday, April 18th from 8:30-12:00 or 
however long you can stay!  The volunteers will be distributing food to 
Marines through MOM (Military Outreach Ministries).  This is a great 
opportunity to say “thank you” to our military families. They can also 
use food donations if you would like to donate and are unable to attend. 
You can drop food at the home of Julie Klaus anytime between now and 
April 17th. The address is 6053 San Elijo Ave. Please feel free to contact 
Julie if you need more information (jtklaus1@icloud.com) 
 
Food requested (all canned and boxed—NO Glass) Chicken Helper, 
canned chicken or tuna, instant pudding or Jello, instant potatoes, pasta 
or rice, canned spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, pop tarts,  
boxed cookie or cake mixes. 
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2015 Grants Committee Update 

There will be lots to celebrate this Spring with our 2015 Grants awards! The impact of our collective 
grants continues to transform lives. 
 
After a thorough review of Grant Proposals, both Work Groups made difficult decisions to select the 
following 14 organization, seven from each workgroup, for site visits: 
 
Military & Veteran’s Services 
Accion San Diego 
ASYMCA—Mommy and Me Preschool 
Mira Costa College Foundation—Homeland Security Specialist Training 
Palomar College Foundation—Veterans Resource Center 
SD Nice Guys Victory Fund-Pendleton Cottages Project 
Southern Caregiver Resource Center 
Veteran’s Association of North County—Career Transition Assistance Program 
 
Women’s Services 
Girls Inc. 
Jewish Family Services—Ladies Leadership 
Just in Time for Foster Youth 
Mama’s Kitchen 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society –Pacific South Coast Chapter 
San Diego Public Library—Out of the Shadows Program 
San Diego Rescue Mission 
 
Site Visits are happening now through March 20 (please see schedule on the website, 
www.rsfwomensfund.org). You may sign up on the website or contact Nancy Hashim 
(womensfund@rsffoundation.org) to add your name to a Site Visit. 
 
Monday, March 23 is the next Grants Committee Review meeting (9:30am at Village Church) to share 
what we learned at all 14 site visits, before casting ballots to select our 10 finalists.  All Members are 
welcome at this meeting. 
 
Thursday, April 23 is our very important General Membership meeting to hear presentations by our 
10 Finalists for our 2015 Grant Awards. (9:30am-12noon at Rancho Santa Fe Golf Club) 
 
Wednesday, May 13 is the Presentation to celebrate our 2015 Grant Awards (at the Rancho Santa Fe 
Tennis Club). This year marks the 11th year of grant awards to our community. 
 
Many Thanks again to all dedicated Grants Committee members, and especially, our outstanding 
Work Group Leaders, Alchera Ayyad and Mary Schulman and Co-Chair Gillian Gillies, who has worked 
tirelessly to coordinate our many Site Visits. Additional thanks to Candise Holmlund and Cathy Hopf 
for their valuable financial review assistance with the grant proposals. Teamwork makes it happen! 
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Four RSF Women Fund members 
visited the Camp Pendleton 
Cottages for the site visit. It was 
educational and a lot of fun.  

There are still more site visits this 
week.  It is not too late!! 

Below is the calendar. Please go 
to www.rsfwomensfund.org, log 
on using your username and 
password. Your username is 
usually your email. If you have 
difficulty email Nancy Hashim at 
womensfund@rsffoundation.org 
or call 858 756 0249. 
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Membership News 

Membership continues to grow in the RSF Women’s Fund. We welcomed many new 
members this year. We had quite a nice group of guests for our February 25th meeting. 
That meeting featured the Grant Committee’s description of the pared down list of 
contenders for this year’s grants as well as the Navy SEAL speaker. It was a wonderful 
introduction for these women and a reminder to us all why we love this organization!  If 
you brought a guest, please reach out to her again and ask her to join. Now is the most 
exciting time to join as we begin the Grant site visits, presentations and final vote! 
 
We send out a big Thank You to Ann Brizolis who hosted a lovely cocktail reception at 
her beautiful home inviting many of her Bridges friends to hear about the RSF Women’s 
Fund.  It was a big success and a great way to recruit new members. If anyone would like 
to host such an event, we are ready to assist with the guest list, wine and cheese! 
 
As we draw near to the end of the Grant cycle and this exciting time of year when we vote 
on the recipients, we would like to remind you to get your dues in so that you can vote. 
We know that you enjoy the FUN events, seeing FRIENDS at the meetings and giving 
away exciting FUNDS in RSFWF! 
 
Welcome to the ladies who have joined in 2015! 
 
Paula Bates 
Maureen Blackmore 
Sheryl Bohlander 
Linda Brande 
Molly Gregoire 
Carlie Headapohl 
Beth Jupp 
Teresa Mutch 
Jana Peck 
Charna Sugar 
Kathy Taylor 
 
We look forward to working with you! 
 
Susan Hoehn & Shelby Strong 
Membership Chairs 


